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Dear NLCers,
I am in awe of the fact that we are celebrating 10 years of God’s
faithfulness to His Church. We truly have seen infinitely more
than I could have imagined and it’s just the beginning.
There isn’t a week that goes by when I’m not amazed by all that
God has done, and even more amazed that He uses people like
me. From day one, we have said we would do anything possible
to reach another “one”. The thousands of you who so faithfully
give, pray, and serve, are what allows us to continue reaching
more and more “ones” every year! Inside, we have included a
number of stories of people who now have an intimate and
growing relationship with Jesus because of you! This is a
celebration of the fact that God has blessed every hour served,
every dollar given, and every word prayed by each of you!

I have often said this church is not built on the talent or gifts of
one person, or even on the presence of our incredible staff team,
but on the prayers, sacrifices, and gifts of many! TOGETHER we
are making a difference in our cities and towns, TOGETHER we
are seeing the spiritually hard softened by the love and grace of
God, TOGETHER we are seeing lives forever changed, TOGETHER
we are making a difference, TOGETHER we are seeing God write
a story unlike any other in this world, and TOGETHER we will
see more than we’ve ever imagined in the next 10 years! I truly
believe God will multiply what we’ve seen in the first 10 years
into the next 10.
We have thousands of people who call NLC their home, but from
my heart to yours... you ALONE are worth every bit of effort our
staff gives every week! At NLC, you’re never a number, you’re
always a ONE! A one who is loved, valued, and cherished, and a
one that God has a HUGE plan for! Allow me to pray this over you
as you live out this year!
Romans 15:13: “I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you
completely with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then
you will overflow with confident hope through the power of
the Holy Spirit.”
As you read the numbers in this report, always remember one of
our favorite phrases: every number has a name, every name has
a story, and every story matters to God.

Nothing is impossible,

Pastor Joshua Gagnon
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“

Before I started going to NLC, I felt
like I had lost something and really
didn’t know where I was going in my
life. I always felt like I was getting the
short end of the stick with everything.
I had lost my career and was dealing
with a medical issue that seemed to
trap me at home. Times were hard
and extremely lonely. I had a couple of
close friends who had been asking me
to go to their church with them one
weekend. One week, I did just that.
The messages at NLC have changed
the way I see things in my life and the
world around me. The community
that we have here has inspired me to
help others which has in turn given
me a great deal of peace. I leave
church and feel challenged to live
with purpose in this life. Belonging
to NLC and being closer to God has
really freed me from the fears of
life and showed me how to enjoy
it instead.

-Leonard Fitzgerald
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Words simply cannot express how
wonderful the Easter experience
was for all of us! We are extremely
excited to become regular members
of NLC, learn as much as we can about
our Lord Jesus Christ, and build our
relationship with God.
Tracie and I have already agreed that
we want to do anything we can to
become as active as possible in the
church, as well as our community. I
think I speak for all of us when I say
that I’ve never felt so welcomed and
comfortable, and the sermon itself
was incredible as well. I’m still playing
it over in my head again and again, and
I’m absolutely convinced that at that
very moment, I was exactly where
I was supposed to be, and heard
exactly what I needed to hear. I’m
looking forward to seeing you again
every week, and I would also like to
sign up for any classes, groups, teams,
and services that I can. Baptism is
also something I would like to discuss
further, so that I can fully commit to a
life that will bring me closer to Christ
and God.

-Charlie Campbell &
Tracie Gleason

“

Thank you again for the amazing gift
your church provided me on this
perfect Easter Sunday. I’m so grateful
that I finally found a place that has
made me feel like I still have a chance
of living a happy, faith-filled life from
this day forward.
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Brian and I were separated when he
left our church to check out NLC so
he wouldn’t have to sit awkwardly
in church with me, our kids, and my
whole family, as it was the church I
had grown up in. The Holy Spirit used
Pastor Josh to speak directly to Brian’s
heart to not give up on our 16 years of
marriage. I’m very thankful for this.
After a year of being separated, we
decided to give our marriage another
go, laying everything bare through
counseling. I came with Brian to
NLC to see what it was all about.
The kids and I LOVED it. It was like a
breath of fresh air. I had grown up in
a very traditional church and knew no
different. However, walking into NLC
was like a camel finding water at the
end of a long journey in the desert. I
don’t know how else to describe it.
We got involved in an NLC group,
served in NLC Kids and Worship and
Tech. We helped out our Location
Pastor with anything and everything
he needed to help lighten his load. We
loved being a part of the vision and
mission of NLC.
It has been an amazing ride and
I’m so thankful that God used our
brokenness to help us find the right
church for our family. NLC, thank you
for being loving, relevant, and lifegiving! I am a ONE who was forever
changed through your vision, mission
and faithfulness!

“

-Carrie Lajeunesse
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“

That moment will live with me
forever as the moment that I knew
unequivocally that God had a plan for
me and I needed to give Him a chance.
I learned that making time for God is
a worthwhile investment and when
we do, He gives us what we need
when we need it. Ironically, it was
raining Thursday night, we got to
Somersworth late and the place was
I brought my Dad and Step Mom to packed, but we got seated in some
the Thursday evening experience. of the best seats in the house, and
I was a little worried that they I suspect that the moment will live
wouldn’t appreciate our church and with me forever.
that it was far for them to travel on a
weeknight. I don’t really know them From the person who puts out the
well as we hadn’t spoken to each sandwich board sign early in the
other for about 20 years. For all those morning, to the incredible musicians,
years, I had stubborn expectations to the tech team, God is working
and when they didn’t happen, I would through all of you.
It’s because
allow anger to take root within my of the existence of NLC that a
heart. So many big events occurred grandfather got to meet his 8 and 11
in my life without my father in them. year old grandchildren for the first
Recently, God did what only He time this year.
could do and softened my heart. He
used Next Level Church in a big way P.S. My Dad and step-mom loved
to reach me. He has been working on the experience and I invited them
teaching me forgiveness, courage, back anytime.
love,
generosity,
truth,
peace
and honor.
-Nick Griffin
I was one of those “burn up when you
walk through the door” people before
coming to NLC. A distinct memory
for me is of a rainy Christmas Eve
Experience when NLC Somersworth
was filled beyond capacity and I had
one of the best seats in the house.
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“

I took a step out in faith trusting God
for the first time with my biggest
worry - money. When I heard Pastor
Josh say he would talk about tithing,
I automatically got defensive - “of
course”, I thought. But as I sat and
listened and as he spoke about God’s
goodness, I thought, “Why don’t I
trust Him with my biggest problem?”
When Pastor started sharing about
the parable of the talents...“to one he
gave 5, and he doubled it; to another 3,
and he doubled that too. But the one
who had 1, he didn’t receive anything,
because he chose to hang onto it.” I
understood! I’m a single mom raising
3 kids - one in college, two in school,
and one of them with an illness. So
many reasons came into my head not
to give, and, of course fear was one of
them. Then when Pastor Josh said, “It
doesn’t matter how much you give;
just give what’s appropriate for you.”
I don’t know what happened in that
moment but I felt trust! I reached into
my purse and pulled out some money
that was set aside to pay a little
more on my mortgage. I put it in the
offering bucket without worrying.
Trust! My day went on. My mom
came to my house to get us some
groceries as she always does. As we
sat in the kitchen, she said, “Oh, I have
something for you from your aunt and
uncle.” She handed me an envelope
that contained 3 times what I had put
in the offering that same day! It took
me a minute, but I knew it was God’s
promise! It was freeing!

-Cathy MacDonald
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